2016 ARRL Phone Sweepstakes — Preliminary Results

By Scott Davis, K5TA,
and Bruce Draper, AASB

The 83" running of the ARRL November Phone Sweepstakes is in the books!

2016 ARRL Sweepstakes Phone — Category Winners

Category Call Score
Single-Op, High Power K5TR 345,114
Single-Op, Low Power VA7RR 205,820
Single-Op, QRP VEGEX 63,688
Multi-Op, High Power W6YI (KEAM, N6AN, N6KI, N6MJ, WEYI, ops) 324,530
Multi-Op, Low Power K7IR (K7IR, K7XH, N9ADG, WAT7IR, ops) 226,756
Single-Op Unlimited, High Power K@EU 303,946
Single-Op Unlimited, Low Power N4zZZ 209,492
School Club K@HC (W@BH, op) 195,880

Congratulations to repeat winners KGEU (U), VE6EX (Q), W6YI (M), and KBHC (S) who all
successfully defended their 2015 titles. George, K5TR, after many Top Ten showings from his
home station and as a recent guest-op throughout the West, won the (B) category outright this
year. Way to go! VA7RR moved up from 3" to 1% in the (A) category, and K7IR did the same in
(ML). N4ZZ took top honors in the (UL) category from Tennessee.

Also noteworthy: KBEU, N4ZZ, and K@HC won their categories on both CW and phone this
year.

There were 1,626 logs submitted, representing 400,395 QSOs and 59,941,708 points after log
checking. The totals are down approximately 11% from 2015, when 1,826 logs were received.

Conditions were generally worse than in 2015. Many ops noted weak signals and high noise
that made it difficult to copy stations regardless of band. Remarkably, there was a grand total of
just 16 (yes, SIXTEEN) QSOs reported on 10 meters! The 40-meter band “went long” early,
forcing many folks to move to 75 meters.

Our chart of top accuracy rates (those stations with an error rate of 1.0% or less, with more than
400 QSOs) lists just 17 call signs this year, compared to 36 a year ago.

Clean Sweeps numbered just 162, significantly fewer than 2015’s 296.
The average Top Ten scores also declined across the board, with low-power categories

suffering noticeably more than high-power ones. The table below compares the 2016 and 2015
mean Top Ten scores by category:
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2016 AVG | 2015AVG
CATEGORY TOP TEN TOP TEN CHANGE
SCORE SCORE (%)
SOHP (B) 305,471 308,312 -0.92%
SOLP (A) 151,628 208,148 -27.15%
SOQRP (Q) 44,424 56,041 -20.73%
SOUHP (U) 262,214 273,385 -4.09%
SOULP (UL) 137,748 149,848 -8.07%
MOHP (M) 252,486 272,340 -7.29%
MOLP (ML) 132,936 150,045 -16.89%
SCHOOL (S) 62,549 88,638 -29.43%

The most popular category was Single-Operator, Low Power (A), with 687 entries. Single-
Operator Unlimited, High Power (U) was next, at 280, followed closely by Single-Operator, High
Power (B) at 262. Rounding out the Single-Op categories was Unlimited, Low Power (UL) with
178 and QRP (Q) at 61. In the Multioperator categories, there were 134 total entries, 63 High
Power (M) and 71 Low Power (ML). School clubs (S) submitted 24 logs.

Top Ten scores in each category are tabulated below.
NOTE: All scores presented in this preliminary report are provisional, pending final review.

Watch for the full contest results coming soon to this website, and be sure to read the write-up
in the June issue of QST.

TOP-TEN SCORES, BY CATEGORY
[Rank, Call Sign, Score, QSOs, Sections, QTH, Error Rate (%)]

Single-Operator, High Power [B]

1 K5TR 345,114 2,079 83 STX 3.0
2 W7WA 342,956 2,066 83 WWA 1.8
3 N9RV 341,794 2,059 83 MT 2.0
4 NR5M 312,910 1,885 83  STX 2.1
5 K6NA (N6ED, op) 301,290 1,815 83 SDG 1.9
6 AASB 295,646 1,781 83 NM 1.8
7  W@SD (W@DB, op) 292,492 1,762 83 SD 0.5
8 K5TA 277,552 1,672 83 NM 1.1
9 NC1I (K9PW, op) 274,044 1,671 82 WMA 1.4
10 WC6H 270,912 1,632 83 SIV 43
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Single-Operator, Low Power [A]
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Single-Operator, QRP [Q]
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Single-Operator Unlimited, Low Power [UL]

N4zz
WB2P
K2DRH
K@UK
WALT
KK7AC
K@NEB
W7ZRC
VE4DXR
N9SD

O 00 N O Ul B W N B

[
o

Multioperator, High Power [M]
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Multioperator, Low Power [ML]
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School Club Station [S]

O 0 N O U1 B W N P~

[N
o

Top Accuracy Rates (Error Rate <=1.0%, >400 QSOs)
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[Call Sign, Category, QSOs, Error Rate (%)]
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