Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Course Level 1: Frequently Asked Questions

Q: When will the revised Amateur Radio EmComm Level 1 online course be available?

A: We expect the revised online course which will be given a new title as “Introduction to Emergency Communications,” to be available in early 2011.

Q: When will the revised EmComm Level 1 course book be available?

A: The revised course book for the new “Introduction to Emergency Communications” course most likely will be available about mid-year 2011. The reason for this is we plan on using feedback we receive from the online course to make improvements to the course before it goes to print.

Q: Is there an instructor’s edition of the manual?


A: Currently, there are no plans to produce an instructor edition.
Q: Can I continue to give EmComm exams until the new version of the exams are available?

A: You may continue to give the EmComm exam for the current Level 1 course content until 12/31/10.  After that time, all EmComm field exams will need to be put on hold until the revised exams are available.

Q: When will the new version of the exams be available?

A: We will provide new versions of the field exam for this course when the new course book is available, by mid-2011. Meanwhile, students will have the option to enroll in the new course online, complete the exam online and earn the course completion certificate.

Q: I’m already an EmComm online course Mentor, how does this affect me?

A: As has been the expectation in the past, we ask that online Mentors complete the full training program. This means that those who wish to continue mentoring the new “Introduction to Emergency Communications” course to be released in early 2011 should complete the EC-016 online course, “Public Service and Emergency Communications Management for Radio Amateurs,” which was released in April 2010.  We have extended the deadline for completion of this requirement to June 30th, 2011.  You’ll find the course description and list of requirements for that course at: http://www.arrl.org/online-course-catalog
Q: I’m already an EmComm Field Instructor, how does this affect me?

A: As with EmComm online Mentors, we ask that EmComm Field Instructors complete the full training program. This means that those who wish to continue instructing the new “Introduction to Emergency Communications” course to be released in early 2011 should complete the EC-016 online course, “Public Service and Emergency Communications Management for Radio Amateurs.”  We have extended the deadline for completion of this requirement to June 30th, 2011.
Q: How can I take the EmComm managers’ course (EC-016) if the online platform is no longer functioning?

A: This new course was built for open access to Members and Guest Members on our website.  It is not located on an online course platform and is not involved in the online platform transition.

Q: I’m already an EmComm Field Examiner, how does this affect me?

A: As an EmComm Field Examiner, you must cease giving field exams after 12/31/10 and you should not resume giving exams until the new exams are available.

Q: How do I apply to be an EmComm Field Examiner?

A: Please register on our website at: http://www.arrl.org/register-to-be-an-emergency-communications-field-examiner.  Requirements can be found here: http://www.arrl.org/emergency-communications-field-examiner-requirements.

Q: How do I apply to be an EmComm Field Instructor?

A: Please review the requirements at: http://www.arrl.org/Emergency-Communications-Field-Instruction. You’ll find an online form to apply linked to this page.
Please note that as stated above, Field Instructors are expected to complete the new EmComm manager’s course, EC-016.  The $35 registration fee for the final assessment will be waived for instructors who have been active since January 2008.  Field Instructors are expected to complete this course by June 30, 2011. 

