2010 Simulated Emergency

Compiled by Steve Ewald, WV1X
A Amateur Radio operators cognizant

of the role that we have for emer-
gency and public service communications, it
is our hope that the 2010 ARRL Simulated
Emergency Test (SET) enabled you, your
community and/or your ARRL Section to
prepare for the numerous communications
emergencies that have needed (or will need)
our assistance in time of need.

After the particularly harsh winter season
of 2010-2011 that had snow and ice storms,
and the spring season of 2011 that witnessed
a severe outbreak of tornadoes, severe storms
and flooding through many parts of the coun-
try, the reminders are everywhere to be ready
and to be prepared.

The following written summaries shown
in this article are representative of the many
detailed reports that were submitted. These
stories — and the statistical reports that fol-
low in this article — help demonstrate your
overall commitment to emergency commu-
nications as an individual Amateur Radio
operator. It also includes all who are active
members and leaders of the ARRL Field
Organization, ARES®, RACES, SKYWARN,
National Traffic System and many other

allied groups who have been called to serve.
Thank you for your continued efforts!

San Francisco Section
Conducts Earthquake Drill
Fred Polkinghorn, KQ60OB
EC, Sonoma County, California

On October 23, 2010, the San Francisco
Section ARES conducted a joint drill with
the Oakmont Emergency Preparedness
Committee (OEPC). Oakmont is an active
adult community with 5,000 residents located
just east of Santa Rosa, California. The OEPC
had activated three emergency triage centers.
Each center was manned with 10-12 volunteers
including doctors, nurses, counselors, trans-
portation personnel and radio communicators.

In addition to the triage centers, Oakmont
has 213 COPE (Citizens Organized to Prepare
for Emergencies) teams. These neighborhood
teams consist of 10-12 homes which are orga-
nized to give mutual aid in the event of an
emergency. The COPE teams communicate
via Zone Communicators to one of the three
triage centers via Family Radio Service (FRS)
radios.

Each triage center was linked to an emer-
gency operations center (EOC) in Oakmont
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JIM MILLSAP, WB4NWS

Assistant Emergency Coordinator Tom Olley, KG4VUB, operates from a shelter location
in the Cherokee County (Georgia) SET.

via a 2-meter simplex net. During the drill,
the EOC was linked to an ARES net on the
WO6SON repeater. This net also included radio
operators located at the American Red Cross
in Windsor, California, and the Blood Bank of
the Red Woods located in Santa Rosa.

The drill scenario was an 8.4 earthquake
located on the San Andreas Fault. The simu-
lated earthquake had caused extensive dam-
age in the Santa Rosa area. In Oakmont, the
earthquake had caused several fires, collapsed
homes and a number of injuries.

The drill used a closed net with formal
message handling procedures. Messages
were sent form the COPE teams to the tri-
age centers via the Zone Communicators. If
the problem could not be resolved by the
triage center, the message was forwarded
via the ham operators to the Oakmont EOC.
If the problem could not be resolved within
Oakmont, the request for outside assistance
was sent via the ARES net.

In all, there were approximately 52 people
who took part in the exercise. Of these, 27
were communicators including 17 hams and
10 people operating FRS radios. Total mes-
sages passed were 87 including 36 messages
passed between the Zone Communicators
and the triage centers, 35 messages between
the triage centers and Oakmont EOC and 15
messages passed between the Oakmont EOC,
net control, the Red Cross and Blood Bank of
the Red Woods.

In addition to the participants, we had
a number of outside observers. These
included four EMTs from the Santa Rosa Fire
Department who offered suggestions for the
triage centers. We also had a reporter from

the Kenwood Press who wrote an article on
the exercise. Dave New, AA6YX, was an
ARES observer who worked with net control
operators in the EOC. Considering this was
our first full-scale exercise, it went very well.
As with any exercise, there were a number
of problems and improvements which were
identified. Each participant was asked to com-
plete an evaluation form, and the forms were
reviewed and discussed at a critique meeting
one week after the event.

Simulated Mid-Air Collision
over the River

James Boyd, KCOQCO
PIO, SEMARC

By one o’clock Sunday afternoon,
September 19, 2010, an estimated 90 volun-
teers had been involved in locating two aircraft
downed on the Mississippi River in a simu-
lated emergency drill in Minnesota (south-
east of St Paul). Volunteers representing the
SouthEast Amateur Radio Club (SEMARC),
Cottage Grove and the Stillwater Amateur
Radio Association (SARA) along with other
radio amateurs participated in the drill.

Those responsible for overall coordination
of the drill included John Regan, KAGHYR,
Woodbury, EC of Washington County ARES;
Tom Polzin, South St Paul, director of
Dakota County Emergency Communications
(DCEC), which is a RACES group.

The drill began with an 8 AM briefing at
the Inver Grove Heights Twin Cities Marina
by Bron Jones of the DCEC and Lieutenant
Commander Barry Berg of the US Coast
Guard Auxiliary. They detailed the search
plan for two small/medium sized planes



that had earlier been reported in a simulated
mid-air collision over the Mississippi River.
The aircraft were believed down between
Dakota County’s Spring Lake Park Preserve
and Washington County’s Grey Cloud Island
Camp Galilee.

Under gray overcast skies, volunteers
moved into assigned locations while search
and rescue units began their search patterns.
According to Mr Regan, the Amateur Radio
operators were dispatched with air, ground
and water units to provide “interoperability,
which is the ability to communicate on vari-
ous frequencies with all agencies involved in
the drill.” Regan noted, “those Amateur Radio
operators involved were able to provide com-
munications with all agencies regardless of
frequency or location. In addition, procedures
that were in place worked well and were
strengthened by the drill.”

“The September 19 drill did highlight for
us the importance of developing relationships
with both other amateur groups and public
agencies for whom we may have to provide
communications in the event of an actual
emergency,” Regan concluded.

Overload at the Dispatch Center
Howard Fischer, KC9IVJ]
EC, Juneau County ARES/RACES

Juneau County, Wisconsin, ARES demon-
strated their capabilities throughout a scenario
that tested the skills of a variety of emergency
and public safety services. In a very short
period of time, the dispatch center experi-
enced an unusually high number of requests

2010 SET Top Ten

ARES Activity Section/Local Nets
Section Points Section Points
Georgia 4965 Georgia 1972
Connecticut 4393 Wisconsin 1939
Wisconsin 4356 Connecticut 1792
Indiana 3846  Western Pennsylvania 1429
Alabama 3788 Alabama 1006
South Texas 1532 North Texas 588
North Carolina 1518 Ohio 561
Eastern Pennsylvania 1478 North Carolina 520
Michigan 1378 New Hampshire 505
lllinois 1368 Western New York 369

for fire and ambulance services at various
locations in the county. At the same time, a
couple of desperadoes attempted to rob the
bank in Wonewoc.

With all the sirens and scanner activity, the
telephones and cell phones were unable to
handle the large volume by the general public
calling friends, relatives, neighbors and the
9-1-1 center to see what the heck was going
on. As with most “grapevine talk,” events
became bigger and more embellished than
what was actually going on. This was the
“perfect storm” (so to speak). Public service
radio frequencies could not handle the excep-
tionally high traffic and Amateur Radio was
called in for communications support.

At 9 AM, Larry Dudzinski, K9LRD, was
notified to activate the 2010 SET from his res-
idence. He immediately started up a resource
net, took check-ins and directed Nancy Noga,
KC9KCC, and John Noga, KCIILO, to set up
the communications trailer at Lions Park in
the City of Mauston. Once the trailer was up
and operational, net control was transferred to
Nancy, KC9KCC, in the trailer. Bruce Lange,

KCI9LLI, became Incident Commander for
the duration of the event and ran the exercise
from the communications trailer, which also
served as the command post.

Representatives of several local agencies
and governments visited our command post
during the exercise. The City of Mauston,
Juneau County Sheriff Department, Mauston
Ambulance, New Lisbon Police Department
were among those visiting. Howard Fisher,
KCI1VJ, and Larry, K9LRD, started to con-
tact the law enforcement, fire, municipalities
and emergency medical services to determine
their needs.

Although we did not pre-plan what exactly
the exercise would be, it became apparent
these agencies were most concerned with
communications and getting the necessary
resources to where they were most needed.
This year, we involved several agencies in
the SET (including a few that we have never
worked with before). It was pleasantly surpris-
ing how well it was received by these agencies
and the positive remarks that followed. That,
in itself, made the SET a big success.

2011 SET on the Schedule

October 1 and 2, 2011, is a main weekend
to focus on for this year’s SET although many
sections and local Emergency Coordinators
have the option of conducting their exercises
on a different date that works better. Please
contact your local ARRL Field Organization
leaders to find out specific dates, times and
potential plans for the Simulated Emergency
Test in your area. Thank you!

For an explanation of SET scores, log onto www.arrl.org/public-service-field-services-forms and click on SET Score Card.

ARES Activity -
Area Reporter Points Section  Area Reporter Points Section Area Reporter Points Section  Area Reporter Points Section
Points Points Points Points
Dakota Division
Atlantic Division Central Division Shelby Co KB9ZYC 19 Minnesota 155
Delaware 184 lllinois 1368 Posey Co KcoCvL 17 Washington Co KAGHYR 155
New Castle Co W3RSM 184 Lake Co KO9DRW 484 Jennings Co KC9RLC 17 South Dakota 143
Eastern Pennsylvania 1478 DeKalb Co WoICU 201 Vermillion Co wecaob 17 SE District KOMCM 143
Montgomery Co NE3I 1023 LaSalle Co KB9EZZ 175 Wisconsin 4270  giatewide KOMCM  written
South Central KO1D 455 Lee Co NOJWI 138 La Crosse Co NFOE 770 .
Task Force Perry Co NOVKO 116 Dunn Co KBOULF 482 Delta Division
Marviand-DC 20 NW District KA9FAJ 111 Juneau Co KCOIVJ 351 prkansas wswen 215 2
Y o Co  N3SED 215 Madison Co KORJL 87 Milwaukee Co WB9ODQ 283 astern Arkansas W5
nne Arundel Co SangamonCo  NA9GW 56 St Croix Co NOXYX 267 Faulkner Co N5GK 86
Kent Co KB3ENU 105 Indiana 3gag Rock Co N9GQ 199 LOU|_S|ana_ 662
Southern New Jersey 632 Section-wide WOAL 1102 Brown Co K8KQs 184 poction wide o B
Cape May Co N2EWT 332 Monroe Co KBORVB 309 Marathon Co KBOVBR 184 Rapides KDSDFL 180
Cumberland Co N2MHO 166 Vanderburgh Co WBOEFH 306 Ozaukee Co AB9ON 184 Mississippi 983
Ocean Co WX2NJ 75 Warrick Co KT9B 256 Jefferson Co KCIIKI 140 Prgntiss{ WX5N 180
Atlantic Co N2VJM 59 Tippecanoe Co NOGKE 193 Waupaca Co N9TBM 131 Tishomingo Co
Western New York 449  Johnson Co N9SIU 173 Richland Co WoMZ 130 Lauderdale Co AESFE 174
Chenango Co K2DAR 328 Allen Co KORFZ 165 Manitowoc Co NONCU 123 Harrison Co NSOKV 170
Delaware Co W2RRK 121 Noble Co KBOVTK 161 Buffalo Co NOUNW 101 E;ﬁgl‘g gg EES\\I/V'\('J\KI }gi
. Trempealeau Co NOUNW 101 !
T T Siarks o WAL 142 phnnebago Co KCSSDK 95 feaperCo 0 wvia 58
Indiana Co KB3JOF = 152 Harrison Co WOWXN 107 Polk Co Koo 22 ltawamoa Co KBSNVMB 84
Franklin Co KB3MUN 147 Gibson Co NOLJA 105 Price Co AG9G 80
Cambria Co KB3PSJ 144 Hamilton Co WAGJTL 92 Washington Co WBOBVB 77 Tennessee 707
Beaver Co N3TN 137 Orange Co WB9FHP 92 Marquette Co W1VOW 75 Bradley Co KD5UBL 207
Blair Co KASEJV 112 Ripley Co WYL 74 Kewaunee Co W9JFM 75 Jefferson Co W4DOD 172
Jefferson Co KA3YCB 92 Elkhart Co KC9CDS 69 Green Co KCoYI 63 Sevier Co N4JTQ 138
Centre Co K3CWP 75 Jackson Co KCOMVK 69 Wood Co WAOLFO 55 DeKalb Co KC4GUG 118
Clearfield Co W3PRL 60 Clay Co WOEEU 59 Sawyer Co NOVAO 54 Haywood Co KI4WPH 72
McKean Co KB3SVH 39 Bartholomew WWO9A 44 Lincoln Co KCONFJ 31 P
Fayette Co N9TU 43 Walworth KC9KSN 29 Great Lakes Division
Greene Co K9PS 36 Kentucky 267
District 5 N1HQH 36 Hardin Co W8WN 267

From July 2011 QST © ARRL



e o0 0000000000000

Area Reporter Points Section
Points
Michigan 1378
Saginaw Co KC8YVF 212
Kalamazoo Co NK8X 186
Benzie Co K8BTE 177
Allegan Co ABBSF 171
McCulloch Co N5KAO 132
Monroe Co N8KUF 191
Osceola Co NBNJA 109
Livingston Co N8WWX 104
Gladwin Co N8LYL 55
Ontonagon Co KC80OCK 41
Ohio 1365
Erie Co K8HLH 548
Huron Co KB8DNA 257
Seneca Co WBS8REI 242
Clark Co N8NSD 149
Guernsey Co KC8SBB 109
Van Wert Co WB8YIH 60
Hudson Division
New York City/Long Island 486
Babylon W2HCB 180
Islip KB2SCS 180
Southold N2QHV 126
Northern New Jersey 285
Hunterdon Co AC2BH 211
Morris Co N20YU 74
Midwest Division
lowa 134
Story Co KC@JUO 134
Kansas 640
Johnson Co KCoBS 268
Riley, Clay, WOPBV 148
Geary Co
Leavenworth Co KC@JCcQ 146
Zone 2B WAQCCW 78
Missouri 520
St Charles Co NOPNP 234
St Louis Co KCoQMU 164
Jackson Co KOUAA 122
Nebraska 254
Lancaster Co KOGND 232
Buffalo Co KAGDBK 22
New England Division
Connecticut 4393
Region 5 North K1DAV 390
Region 4 South WAGTT 321
Region 4 North KB1JDX 295
Region 1 NN1H 294
Danbury WA21ZQ 229
Region 2 WA1SFH 205
Region 3 KB1PRP 204
Red Cross K1WMS 203
Manchester W1RGC 186
Control/Command N1CLV 179
Section/Local Nets
Area/Net Net Points  Section
Name Mgr Points
Atlantic Division
Delaware 131
Sussex Co KB3KYH 131
Maryland-DC 38
Kent ARS KB3ENU 38
Western New York 369
CTEN KA2ZNZ 139
CARES K2DAR 99
W District Net KB2DQ 97
NYS/M WA2IAX 34
Western Pennsylvania 1429
Michaux Forest ~ KB3MUN 1061
Indiana Co KB3JOF 82
Cambria Co KB3PSJ 74
Beaver Co N3TN 72
Bedford Co KA3SUPR 64
Blair ARES KA3EJV 57
Franklin Co KB3MUN 19
Central Division
lllinois 279
Lake Co KODRH 279
Indiana 166
Orange Co WBOFHP 92
Harrison Co WOWXN 46
Fayette Co N8MGR 28
Wisconsin 1939
Dunn Co KBOULF 262
Rock Co N9GQ 214
WI ARES/RACES N9VAO 205
Milwaukee Co KC9GMW 180
St Croix Co NOXYX 127
Pine Valley WOPVR 99
Repeater Assn
La Crosse Co NF9E 90
OZARES AB9ON 87
Dane Co KCO9FKV 80
Manitowoc Co Nz9z 73
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Points
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278
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Area Reporter Points Section
Region 1 Central ~ W1GIG 166
Region 1 West KB1IFX 165
Region 1 West B KB1QBZ 146
Prospect W7YY 114
Sandy Hook KB1ILY 109
Brookfield W1QK 95
Region 1 East KA1EOU 90
Region 5 South N1XLY 87
Orange K1QEX 79
SKYWARN KB1DGY 70
Region 3 NW WI1FTE 65
Canaan K1DJW 59
Harwinton K1DAV 59
Norfolk K1DJW 59
North Canaan K1DJW 59
Salisbury K1DJW 59
New Britain KB1EWM 56
Thomaston K1DAV 53
Bethlehem KITGW 51
Morris K1DAV 50
Woodbury AG1YK 46
SKYWARN K1PAI 41
Winsted KATWPM 39
New Hartford K1PCK 38
Bloomfield AC1N 32
Maine
Kennebec Co KA1LPW 259
Sectionwide K1GAX 101
Sagadahoc Co N1TTT 96
Androscoggin Co  N1OXA 88
New Hampshire
W Rockingham Co KA1UVH 312
Greater Manchester 258
Sullivan Co W1KRT 192
Hillsborough Co N4COY 172
Mt Washington Vly  KB1IIR 135
Rhode Island
South Kingstown ~ W1XX 111
Northwestern Division
Alaska
Matsu KL7JFT 176
Western Washington
Pacific Co N7CVW 321
District 5 N7ELF 228
Pacific Division
East Bay
Tri-Valley WB6ETY 126
Alameda Co N3CKF 125
Contra Costa Co ~ WABNYP 89
Nevada
Douglas Co KA7AJQ 217
Churchill Co KE7CRZ 167
South Nye Co KC6ILH 140
Pacific
Maui Co KH6H 97
S Kohala NH7UA 73
Hamakua WHG6N 64
R
Area/Net Net Points
Name Mgr
WCARES WB9BVB 69
Polk Co KCOJIK 67
JEFCARES KCIIKI 65
Brown Co KC90IS 64
Waupaca Co N9TBM 49
Price Co2 M AGIG 44
Kewaunee Co W9JFM 42
Wood Co WAILFO 40
Green Co KCoYI 38
Walworth Co KC9KSN 25
Lincoln KCONFJ 19
Delta Division
Arkansas
Cross Co W5WPN 77
Tennessee
Sevier Co N4JTQ 97
DeKalb Co KC4GUG 78
JCARES K2HYQ 73
Great Lakes Division
Michigan
Saginaw Valley ~ KC8YVF 92
Monroe Co K8MLH 91
Benzie Co K8BTE 77
Gladwin Co N8LYL 18
Ohio
NW Ohio ARES N8TNV 201
FARA ARES N8FMJ 183
Huron Co KB8DNA 177
Midwest Division
Kansas
KSN/KPN NOKFS 113
Missouri
Jackson Co KOQUAA 53
Nebraska
ENE2MARES KBODNP 217

Area

Sacramento Valley

Reporter Points Section

Points
679

240

516

267

1518

104

232

234

308

3788

4965
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Sacramento Co W6ESRA 170
Sacramento Valley WD6FXR 139
Butte Co W6AKF 130
Yuba/Sutter Co KI6CSO 125
Amador Co K6GTC 115
San Francisco
Sonoma Co KQ60B 240
Santa Clara Valley
Santa Cruz Co KEBAFE 263
South Coast KIBPGD 169
Santa Benito Co W6TST 84
San Joaquin Valley
Tulare Co WA7HRG 267
Roanoke Division
North Carolina
Cleveland Co KM4C 517
Thirteen Lincoln Co WD4PIC 255
Mecklenburg Co WB2NHQ 222
Ashe Co N4RHC 176
Moore Co N4YYL 134
Buncombe Co K8SKX 106
Rowan Co K4GHL 60
Stanly Co KC4TDC 48
South Carolina
Anderson, Abbeville KL7FO 104
Virginia
Goochland Co N4HOK 134
York Co WB4UHC 98
West Virginia
Kanawha Co KB8YZT 234
Rocky Mountain Division
New Mexico
Bernalillo Co W5WHN 308
Southeastern Division
Alabama
Jefferson Co N4HUB 1104
Calhoun Co KG4EUD 810
Shelby Co WA4TCA 425
Tuscaloosa Co WS4l 334
Madison Co K4RGG 219
Etowah Co K4vVMV 182
Central AL K4NWS 166
Carroll Co Kl4LZG 130
Talladega Co WA4LVT 126
Dale Co KJ40JJ 104
Cherokee Co K4BMX 90
Cleburne Co W4AUB 48
Mobile Co KD4DLJ 41
Pulaski Co N4TUA 9
Georgia
Hall Co AA4BA 1577
Metro Atlanta N4SEG 525
Gwinnett Co WB4QDX 407
Area/Net Net Points
Name Mgr
New England Division
Connecticut
CT Phone Special N1DIO 367
Western CT Special KBINMO 132
Nutmeg Special K1HEJ 114
Region 4 Tactical KB1DJX 104
Darien, Stamford KB1IFX 91
CT Phone N1DIO 89
WESCONN Special KBINMO 88
Western CT KB1INMO 81
Region 1 Central KA1WYQ 76
Region 4 South  W1GTT 72
Command/Control N1CLV 72
Region 1 West B W3EIC 70
ETCN Special KB1RPP 60
WESCONN KB1INMO 59
BEARS NM1K 54
Region 3 Resource KBIEWM 53
Nutmeg K1HE, 53
New Canaan KA1TZR 50
Red Cross
East Granby EOC W1FTE 46
ETCN Regular KB1RPP 43
Enfield NM1K 18
Maine
Maine EmComm  K1HZU 103
New Hampshire
W Rockingham Co KATUVH 129
Greater Manchester 120
Hillsborough Co  N4COY 92
Mt Washington Vly KB1IIR 89
Sullivan Co W1KRT 75
Pacific Division
San Joaquin Valley
TC ARES WA7HRG 177
Roanoke Division
North Carolina
Shelby ARC/ N4HAW 177
Cleveland Co
Metrolina 2 M WB2NHQ 169
Lincoln Co WD4PIC 88

Section

Points

1792

103

505

177

520

Area Reporter Points Section
Points
Chatham Co K4GTM 334
Cherokee Co WB4NWS 314
Clay, Henry Co AJAGT 234
Thomas Co N4KXL 234
Gordon Co AF4DN 216
Butts Co K3GWK 160
Carroll Co Kl4LZG 130
Newton Co WA4UJC 128
DeKalb Co WA4TGA 124
Washington Co K4GK 116
Clark Co KE40GD 113
Forsyth Co KG4AOX 102
Appling Co W4WDT 97
Putnam Co KF4EOH 80
Peach Co KI4YNZ 50
Lee Co W5VRV 15
Pulaski Co N4TUA 9
Northern Florida 221
West Panhandle Dist NACU 221
Southern Florida 1018
Broward Co KJ4AWB 631
Palm Beach Co K4DLF 617
Indian River Co WA4ASJ 70
West Central Florida 217
Manatee Co AC4MK 217
Southwestern Division
Arizona 211
Yavapai Co WA6ZzJ 211
Los Angeles 110
Westside WABP 110
Orange 218
Mission Viejo WABRUZ 218
West Gulf Division
North Texas 608
Smith Co W5SMCT 341
Irving KA50ZC 162
Grayson Co WB5DCU 105
South Texas 1531
Cameron Co KFOMP 269
Hays, Caldwell Co K5GWC 192
Brazoria Co W5SRG 182
McCulloch Co N5KAO 132
San Patricio Co K5BV 121
Williamson Co KE50I1Z 118
Waller Co W5KAM 115
Nueces Co wamy 111
Live Oak Co W5IM 86
District 14 AE5JY 81
Bexar Co K5AUW 61
Atascosa Co N5TBS 49
Bandera Co KT4KL 12
Goliad Co W5DY 2
District 8 K5RIK  written
West Texas 248
Midland Co W5ZOX 248
Area/Net Net Points  Section
Name Magr Points
Buncombe Co K8SKX 86
West Virginia 296
Kanawha KB8YZT 296
Southeastern Division
Alabama 1006
Calhoun Co KG4EUD 325
Madison Co K4RGG 236
Randolf Co KD4LXU 164
NAL; SMidTN  N4JDB 110
Etowah Co WB4NBP 102
Talladega Co KI4TEC 69
Georgia 1972
Statewide ARES HF KAGK 1016
Metro Atlanta WB4NWS 314
North Fulton AD4MC 278
Clay, Henry Co  AJ4GT 173
Carroll Co Kl4LZG 129
Washington Co VHF K4GK 62
Southern Florida 108
SE FL Traffic WB4PAM 108
West Central Florida 109
Manatee Co AC4MK 109
Southwestern Division
Los Angeles 242
LA Traffic (#2) KO6V 129
LA Traffic KO6V 113
West Gulf Division
North Texas 588
East Texas W5MCT 286
Emcomm
DFW Metroplex =~ KESHYW 229
Irving RACES/ KA50ZC 73
ARES
South Texas 136
Hays, Caldwell Co KSGWC 136
West Texas 173
W5EOC W5ZOX 173



