2013 ARRL 10 GHz and
Up Contest Results

Another year, another adventure on the microwaves.

Bruce Richardson, W9FZ, w9fz@arrl.net

Microwave operators took to the air
on August 17 — 18 and September
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Figure 1 — Kevin, AD70lI, spent the August
weekend on Cunningham Mountain DM23tn
near Blythe, Arizona. Arizona operators made
several contacts over challenging paths to
multiple locations in California. [Kevin Jacobson,
AD70I, photo]

trying to work.

Single sideband (SSB) is preferred for the
ease and speed of making a contact. As sig-
nals get weak near the noise level, repeats and
well articulated phonetics help to get the mes-
sage through and complete the contact. When
signals get weaker still, switching to CW
gives margin above the noise to still get a sig-
nal and message through. When CW is so
weak as to tell a signal is there, but not make
out what is being said, some switch to digital
modes like JT65 and JT4 and crawl into the
noise to find the signal. Not many microwave
operators are using digital modes when por-
table, but the number is growing every year.

Both East and West coast operators made
multiple 600+ km contacts, despite neither
coast having particularly good conditions. In
September, Colorado operators were off the
air completely due to the terrible flooding that
happened earlier in the month. The northeast
was impacted by rain during part of the
September weekend.

Those who microwave contest know it is fun
— primarily because it provides a challenge.
I challenge all microwave operators to get on
the air for the 2014 event and, more impor-
tantly, share the fun by bringing along a
new operator. [ also encourage you to try new
things or new locations. Start making plans to
be on-the-air August 16 — 17, 2014 and
September 20 — 21, 2014. Be sure to check
out an expanded web-only report at www.
arrl.org/contests — look for the 2013
10 GHz and Up listing.

Get the Macro Version Online

Don’t miss the opportunity to
read the larger version of this article
online at www.arrl.org/contest-
results-articles. It’s full of great
photos, more graphs, and detailed
reporting.
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