2014 Straight Key Night Results

“A bout of laryngitis is no impediment on Straight Key Night!” — Jan, WB6VRN

New Year’s Day brings many traditions with
it. The refrain, “Out with the old, in with the
new!” can be heard echoing across the coun-
try, from Times Square to Santa Monica Pier,
and beyond. For CW buffs in the US, Canada,
and indeed the world over, New Year’s Day
means ARRL Straight Key Night (SKN).
Each SKN brings the Steady Fist and the
Glass Elbow together for a few hours of en-
joyment on the HF bands, with manually-sent
CW as the focus.

The ARRL Centennial year was heralded in
with SKN, the first ARRL event on the calen-
dar. Two hundred and eleven operators sub-
mitted logs this year from 47 states, three
Canadian provinces, and two DX countries,
making some of the first QSOs in the
League’s 100th year.

Everyone who participated had a great story
to tell. Ralph Taggart, WB8DQT, of Mason,
Michigan, summed it up nicely: “One of the
fascinating aspects of SKN is the potential
for simplicity — a comfortable straight key,
a paper log, a two-tube homebrewed 5W 40-
meter transmitter from a 1968, a handful of
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crytals, and a capable receiver...and it’s al-
most like turning back the clock a half-cen-
tury or so!” You can read other SKN
participants’ stories on the ARRL Soapbox
page at www.arrl.org/soapbox.

There was a three-way tie for the title of “Best
Fist” this year. Edwin Hughes, KG4W, of
Glen Allen, Virginia; Jon Brown, WB5KSD,
of Farmersville, Texas; and Bill Gerth,
WA4RK, (the operator at the Corwin Heritage
Amateur Radio Club, WOABD) in Jefferson
City, Missouri, each received two votes. The
title of “Most Interesting QSO” went to Brian
Roberts, K9VKY, of Fombell, Pennsylvania.
As in previous years, his PRC-1 Spy Radio
Set, with a whopping 12 W output, seemed to
be the belle of the ball.

CW isn’t going anywhere, and being active
on Straight Key Night for the first hours of the
ARRL’s Centennial just added to the enjoy-
ment of the event this year. One needn’t re-
strict the use of a straight key or bug to a
single day, of course, but it is comforting to
know that on the day when the old is swept
out and the new is ushered in, we can rest on

Figure 1 — After 42 years of being a ham, Randy Ott, KSHJ, of Duncan-
ville, Texas, participated in his first Straight Key Night in 2014. His dining
room made a respectable shack for his Drake gear and the ubiquitous

J-38 key. [Randy Ott, K5HJ, photo]

tradition for some enjoyment before returning
to modern efficiencies. Here’s hoping you
make many more straight key CW QSOs be-
fore next year’s Straight Key Night on Janu-
ary 1, 2015.

Participants

AA4AL AA4TB, AA4ZS, AASN, AASUU,
AB7MP, AB8FJ, ABONZ, AC7TJW, AC8JW,
AEIT, AE3A, AE7CG, AF3Z, AFAMY,
AG6V, Al6ll, HP1A, HP1IBF, K1FPV,
KINV/7, K1PDY, K2QY, K2TV, K2WR,
K3BVQ, K3KKA, K3MD, K3PX, K3TIM,
K3VYY, K4BAI, K4BYF, K4DS, K4EOR,
K4HGX, K4JYS, K4TRH, K5BZH, K5HK,
K5MBA, K5SOH, KSWLW, K5WTA,
K5ZRK, K6KQV, K6PBQ, K6RN, K6TY
(WB6VRN, op), K7SU, K7TFW, K7ZYV,
K8EAB, K8JRE, K8JV, K8MIH, K8QI,
K8SOM, K9PFA, KO9PMV, KOVKY, KOVP,
K9ZTV, KA3IHS, KA3YNV, KA4WIB,
KA7T, KASNNY, KA8SYV, KB3AAY,
KB5IRC, KC2FOL, KD5QHYV, KE@G,
KF7DX, KF8KS, KFIXV, KG4KGY, KG7BF,
KI5JK, KI@G, KI6MBW, KK5FX, KN4SA,
KNS5L, KO40P, KO6YG, KO8S, KACVN,
K@IW, KQ5U, KT3A, KU3V, KW3U,
KW6G, N1AW, NI1DN, N2BE, N3AEA,
N3HCN, N3IJA, N3JJT, N3LJP, N3QE,
N4XE, N4ZT, N5AF, N5SAFV, N5DY,
N7RVD, N8GM, NS8GU, N§XMS, NA40,
NG2T, NJ3K, NM8U, NM@L, NOEAX,
NOESE, N@JBF/5, NO@V, NOZH, NXJP,
NYQO, PS7THD, VE3CBK, VE7BGP,
VE7BQO, VE7DS, VE7NI, VOINA,
WIDUW, WIPID, WI1TPB, WITS, W1UJ,
W2LG, W2LID, W2QJH, W3GW, W3MT,
W4ED, W4JBB, W4YOK, W5MRM, W5NZ,
WS5PDW, W5QLF, W5RO0S, W6JHQ, W6KN,
W6KOW, W6LX, W6TUR, W6VNR,
W7GVE, W7THWR, W7IZE, W7LBYV,
W7LNG, W7UUU, W7UYJ, W8FDV, W8IM,
WSIX, W8RU, WOABD (W4RK, op),
WIDAN, WIOKMP, WA1ABI, WAI1CFX,
WA2CHYV, WA2KBZ/W5EWE, WA2QQF,
WA2SON, WA2TBQ, WA3WAW, WA4QIJN,
WA4ZEN, WASJ, WASKBH, WAS5OLT,
WA6BXYV, WATOET, WA7YNU, WAO9STI,
WAI9YI, WA9ZBW, WA9ZII, WAGVQY,
WBS5KSD, WBSLRP, WB6AAJ, WB6SCA,
WBSCFO, WBSDQT, WBICIS, WBOHFK,
WBOMII, WB@B, WB@CNK, WBOIXI,
WB@OEW, WDS8RIF, WK4U, WOAAA,
WQESE, WOKIZ, WORQO, WOTUP.
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