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This red, white, and blue beam that graces our
July 2026 cover in honor of America’s
semiquincentennial has been used at several
ARRL Field Days held by the Cross Roads
Ham Radio Club (CRHRC) in Jackson County,
Texas. CRHRC Vice President Chris Faas,
W5CUY, who painted the antenna, says that the
paint job makes it easier to assemble in the

field, because each element matches the

corresponding section of the boom. The
patriotic color scheme also seemed appropriate
for this issue on EmComm and public service,
as an apt reminder of the fact that the FCC has
called on the Amateur Radio Service to provide
communications when normal infrastructure
fails. [JD Delancy, W1JD, photo]
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